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REPORT SUMMARY 
 

Sl 
No 

Items  Details 

1 Title/Topic/Theme 
International Webinar on Shakespeare in Bengali Theatre: Challenges 

and Possibilities 

2 Club/ Dept /Occasion English / Two Sessions: Morning & Evening 

3 Event Webinar 

4 
Organized By/Staff Co-
Ordinator 

Department of English 

5 
Guest/Speaker/ 
collaborating agency 

Prof. Bishnupriya Dutt, Prof: Abhijit Sen, Dr. Jolly Das, Dr. 

Samipendra Benerjee, Esha Yousuf, Chandan Sen, Dr. Tarun Kumar 

Pradhan, Arna Mukhopadhyay 

6 Date &Time 19-08-2020 

7 Venue/ Online Link 
https://youtu.be/F0KsqLCEAYY 

https://youtu.be/039IIXHqGDE 

8 Participants Students And Faculty  

9 Participants Count 1377 

10 About & Outcome 

About: 

The Department of English of Santal Bidroha Sardha Satabarshiki 

Mahavidyalaya organized an insightful online webinar titled 

"Shakespeare in Bengali Theatre: Challenges and Possibilities" on 19-

08-2020 in two Sessions: (Morning & Evening). In the Morning Session 

the Keynote Speaker was Prof. Bishnupriya Dutt, Professor, School of 

Arts and Aesthetics Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi and the 

Guest of Honour was Prof: Abhijit Sen, Professor, Department of 

English & Other Modern European Languages, Visva Bharati, West 

Bengal and the Invited Speakers were Dr. Jolly Das, Associate Professor 

& Head, Department of English, Vidyasagar University, West Bengal & 

Dr. Samipendra Banerjee, Assistant Professor of English, University of 

Gour Banga, West Bengal. The Invited Speaker of Evening Session was 

Esha Yousuf, Eminent Theatre Personality & Film Producer, Dhaka, 

Bangladesh. It was followed by a Panel Discussion and the Panelists 

were Chandan Sen, Eminent Theatre Director & Actor, West Bengal Dr. 

TarunKumar Pradhan, Eminent Theatre Director & Associate Professor, 

Department of Drama, RabindraBharatiUniversity, West Bengal Arna 

Mukhopadhyay, Eminent Theatre Director & Actor, West Bengal. The 

event aimed to explore the adaptation and performance of Shakespeare's 

works in the context of Bengali theatre, discussing both the obstacles 
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and opportunities inherent in this cultural fusion.  

The webinar commenced with an introduction to the history of 

Shakespearean adaptations in Bengali theatre. It highlighted the 

enduring popularity of Shakespeare’s plays and their translation into 

Bengali, as well as their integration into the local theatrical tradition. 

The speakers elaborated on the challenges of translating Shakespeare's 

language and cultural nuances into Bengali. Discussions focused on the 

difficulties of preserving the original play's essence while making it 

accessible and relatable to Bengali audiences. The webinar addressed 

the practical challenges faced by directors and actors in staging 

Shakespeare's plays. This included adapting the set, costumes, and 

performance styles to suit Bengali cultural contexts while maintaining 

the integrity of the original works. The session also explored the creative 

possibilities that arise from blending Shakespearean themes with 

Bengali cultural elements. Examples of innovative adaptations and 

performances were discussed, showcasing how Bengali theatre can 

bring new life to Shakespeare's works. 

Specific case studies of successful Shakespearean adaptations in 

Bengali theatre were presented. These included notable productions and 

their impact on both the theatre community and audiences. The webinar 

concluded with an interactive Q&A session, where participants engaged 

with the speaker, sharing their perspectives and asking questions about 

the practicalities and future prospects of Shakespeare in Bengali theatre. 

 

Outcomes: 

Participants gained a deeper understanding of the complexities involved 

in adapting Shakespeare's works for Bengali theatre, including the 

linguistic, cultural, and performance-related challenges. The webinar 

fostered an appreciation for the unique blend of Shakespearean drama 

with Bengali cultural elements, highlighting the richness and diversity 

of theatrical expression. 

The discussions inspired participants to think creatively about how 

classic works can be reimagined in different cultural contexts, 

encouraging innovation in their own theatrical endeavors.The 

interactive session helped build a sense of community among theatre 

enthusiasts and academics, promoting ongoing dialogue and 

collaboration. Overall, the webinar was a valuable educational 

experience, shedding light on the dynamic interplay between 

Shakespearean drama and Bengali theatre and inspiring participants to 

explore new horizons in theatrical adaptation and performance. 
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MORNING SESSION 
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EVENING SESSION 
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